
05 – CSS MARGINS AND 
PADDINGS





WHAT ARE MARGINS?



MARGINS

• The CSS margin properties are used to create space around elements, outside 

of any defined borders

• With CSS you have full control over the margins. There are properties for 

setting the margin for each side of an element (top, right, bottom, and left)



MARGIN – INDIVIDUAL SIDES

• CSS has properties for specifying the margin for each side of an element

• margin-top

• margin-right

• margin-bottom

• margin-left

• All the margin properties can have the following values:

• auto – the browser calculates the margin

• length – specifies a margin in px, pt, cm

• % - specifies a margin in % of the width of the containing element



EXAMPLE 1:

• Set different margins for all four sides of a <p> element:



MARGIN SHORTHAND

• To shorten the code, it is possible to specify all the margin properties in one 

property

• The margin property is a shorthand property for all sides

• Example:



• The margin property can also have two values (Top and Bottom, Right and left)

• The margin property can also have only one value (all sides same)



AUTO VALUE

• Margin property auto will horizontally center the element within its container

• The element will take up the specified width, and the remaining space will be 

split equally between the left and right margins



WHAT IS PADDING?



PADDING

• The CSS padding properties are used to generate space around an element’s 

content, inside of any defined borders

• Same as for margins, we can define the padding for each side.



PADDING – INDIVIDUAL SIDES

• CSS has properties for specifying the margin for each side of an element

• padding-top

• padding-right

• padding-bottom

• padding-left

• All the margin properties can have the following values:

• length – specifies a padding in px, pt, cm

• % - specifies a padding in % of the width of the containing element



EXAMPLE

• Set different padding for all four sides of a <div> element



PADDING – SHORTHAND PROPERTY

• To shorten the code, it is possible to specify all the padding properties in one 

property

• The padding property is a shorthand property for all sides

• Example:



• The padding property can also have two values (Top and Bottom, Right and 

left)

• The padding property can also have only one value (all sides same)







THE END


